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25  February 2026th

Senator Craughwell Attends Maritime
Security Strategy Launch. The Minister
for Defence Helen McEntee TD
cordially invites Senator Gerard
Craughwell to the launch of the National
Maritime Security Strategy At 09:00 on
board LÉ Samuel Beckett, Sir John
Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin.

The strategy sets out a unified national
approach to protecting Ireland’s
maritime domain - from physical risks to
emerging cyber threats.

It marks a significant shift: Ireland is
now formally coordinating how
government, defence, and industry
safeguard critical maritime
infrastructure, trade routes, and coastal
assets. The senator welcomed the
move as a necessary step in
strengthening national resilience at a
time of growing geopolitical and security
pressures.

THE BLUE LIGHT AWARDS,
Honouring Heroes Across the UK &
Ireland  at the Crowne Plaza Belfast
is bringing together frontline
professionals, community leaders,
and distinguished guests for an
evening dedicated to honouring
exceptional service.

Throughout the evening, Senator
Craughwell engaged with award
nominees, listened to stories of
extraordinary dedication, and
expressed their admiration for the
individuals and teams who continue
to safeguard communities across
Northern Ireland and the Republic.
Everyone’s participation highlighted
a shared commitment to
strengthening support for frontline
workers and ensuring their
contributions receive the recognition
they deserve.

Thursday 26th February 2026

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family 
health matters and grief required me to step 
back from some public engagements and 
parliamentary activities. I remain deeply 
grateful for the support, understanding and 
goodwill shown by County Councillors, 
colleagues and friends during that period. 
While my public profile may have been 
reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and 
representing the interests of those I serve 
has remained unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the 
Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union. At a time of growing geopolitical 
uncertainty, evolving cybersecurity threats 
and increasing pressure on frontline public 
services, Ireland has an opportunity to 
demonstrate leadership both at home and 
abroad. The challenges facing Europe 
remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they 
are fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national 
resilience, supporting the frontline services 
that communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through 
parliamentary diplomacy. This newsletter 
reflects that journey - looking back on the 
values that have guided my work, addressing 
the challenges of the present, and outlining 
the priorities that will help shape a safer, 
stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026.

Ireland’s Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland’s role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.
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1.Oireachtas Cardiovascular Health Briefing:
Senator Craughwell Hosts Key Discussion on
Ireland’s Heart Health, 13  of May 2026. th

Senator Craughwell recently hosted the
Oireachtas Cardiovascular Health Briefing, held
in collaboration with Medtonic, bringing together
clinicians, researchers, patient advocates, and
policymakers to highlight the urgent need for
improved cardiovascular care across Ireland.
The session focused on rising heart‑health
challenges, the importance of early detection,
and the growing impact of cardiovascular
disease on communities nationwide.

During the briefing, the Senator emphasised the
value of evidence‑based prevention, stronger
community supports, and investment in modern
cardiac services. Contributors also shared
insights on innovative treatments, gaps in
current care pathways, and opportunities to
reduce avoidable illness through coordinated
national action.

The event underscored a shared commitment
across the health sector to improving outcomes
for patients and strengthening Ireland’s
long‑term cardiovascular strategy.

2.Senator Joined Closing Resilience Panel at
the 2026 Infrastructure Summit

At the Business Post’s 2026 Infrastructure
Summit on May 7th in the Radisson Blu Royal
Hotel, Dublin, Senator Craughwell attended the
event, underscoring the heightened political
focus on strengthening Ireland’s critical
infrastructure.

The senator took part in the summit’s closing
Resilience Panel, which examined how Ireland
had been working to enhance the security,
reliability and recovery of essential systems
across energy, transport, water,
communications and defence infrastructure.

With attacks on vital assets now a reality rather
than a theoretical risk, the panel discussed key
vulnerabilities, the impact of climate change, the
opportunities and risks associated with AI, and
the need for stronger cross‑sector collaboration
and regulation.

The senator’s contribution highlighted the
Oireachtas’ growing engagement with national
resilience planning and the importance of
coordinated, future‑focused strategies to protect
Ireland’s most critical systems.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

NEWSLETTER

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 618 3323 Mob: +086 022 9855
Email: Gerard.Craughwell@Oireachtas.ie
Web: www.gerardcraughwell.ie

In retrospect 2026

Summer ED. 2026

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026

Ireland's Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland's role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family health
matters and grief required me to step back from
some public engagements and parliamentary
activities. I remain deeply grateful for the
support, understanding and goodwill shown by
County Councillors, colleagues and friends
during that period. While my public profile may
have been reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and representing
the interests of those I serve has remained
unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. At a time
of growing geopolitical uncertainty, evolving
cybersecurity threats and increasing pressure
on frontline public services, Ireland has an
opportunity to demonstrate leadership both at
home and abroad. The challenges facing
Europe remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they are
fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national resilience,
supporting the frontline services that
communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through parliamentary
diplomacy. This newsletter reflects that journey
- looking back on the values that have guided
my work, addressing the challenges of the
present, and outlining the priorities that will help
shape a safer, stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

NEWSLETTER

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 618 3323 Mob: +086 022 9855
Email: Gerard.Craughwell@Oireachtas.ie
Web: www.gerardcraughwell.ie

In retrospect 2026

Summer ED. 2026

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026

Ireland's Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland's role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family health
matters and grief required me to step back from
some public engagements and parliamentary
activities. I remain deeply grateful for the
support, understanding and goodwill shown by
County Councillors, colleagues and friends
during that period. While my public profile may
have been reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and representing
the interests of those I serve has remained
unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. At a time
of growing geopolitical uncertainty, evolving
cybersecurity threats and increasing pressure
on frontline public services, Ireland has an
opportunity to demonstrate leadership both at
home and abroad. The challenges facing
Europe remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they are
fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national resilience,
supporting the frontline services that
communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through parliamentary
diplomacy. This newsletter reflects that journey
- looking back on the values that have guided
my work, addressing the challenges of the
present, and outlining the priorities that will help
shape a safer, stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

NEWSLETTER

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 618 3323 Mob: +086 022 9855
Email: Gerard.Craughwell@Oireachtas.ie
Web: www.gerardcraughwell.ie

In retrospect 2026

Summer ED. 2026

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026

Ireland's Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland's role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family health
matters and grief required me to step back from
some public engagements and parliamentary
activities. I remain deeply grateful for the
support, understanding and goodwill shown by
County Councillors, colleagues and friends
during that period. While my public profile may
have been reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and representing
the interests of those I serve has remained
unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. At a time
of growing geopolitical uncertainty, evolving
cybersecurity threats and increasing pressure
on frontline public services, Ireland has an
opportunity to demonstrate leadership both at
home and abroad. The challenges facing
Europe remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they are
fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national resilience,
supporting the frontline services that
communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through parliamentary
diplomacy. This newsletter reflects that journey
- looking back on the values that have guided
my work, addressing the challenges of the
present, and outlining the priorities that will help
shape a safer, stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

NEWSLETTER

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 618 3323 Mob: +086 022 9855
Email: Gerard.Craughwell@Oireachtas.ie
Web: www.gerardcraughwell.ie

In retrospect 2026

Summer ED. 2026

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026

Ireland's Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland's role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family health
matters and grief required me to step back from
some public engagements and parliamentary
activities. I remain deeply grateful for the
support, understanding and goodwill shown by
County Councillors, colleagues and friends
during that period. While my public profile may
have been reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and representing
the interests of those I serve has remained
unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. At a time
of growing geopolitical uncertainty, evolving
cybersecurity threats and increasing pressure
on frontline public services, Ireland has an
opportunity to demonstrate leadership both at
home and abroad. The challenges facing
Europe remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they are
fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national resilience,
supporting the frontline services that
communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through parliamentary
diplomacy. This newsletter reflects that journey
- looking back on the values that have guided
my work, addressing the challenges of the
present, and outlining the priorities that will help
shape a safer, stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR GERARD CRAUGHWELL

NEWSLETTER

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 618 3323 Mob: +086 022 9855
Email: Gerard.Craughwell@Oireachtas.ie
Web: www.gerardcraughwell.ie

In retrospect 2026



Summer ED. 2026

The European Union in 12 Objects - A
Senator’s Reflection

In The European Union in 12 Objects, Bobby
McDonagh, former Ambassador to the EU and
UK achieves something rare: he explains the
EU without reducing it. Through simple objects,
he reveals a deeper truth - that Europe is less a
structure than a conversation, less a
destination than a continuous act of
reconciliation.

Wise, subtle, and deeply humane the book
reminds us that the European Union's greatest
achievement is not regulation, currency or
institutions, but the habit of cooperation among
nations that once viewed history as a source of
division rather than partnership.

McDonagh invites the reader to see the
European Union not as a bureaucracy to be
endured, but as an unfinished project in which
diversity and unity are held in creative tension.
In an age of noise and certainty, this is a book
that values reflection, perspective and
complexity.

Through a mirror, a jigsaw, a Persian rug and
even a humble drawer, Bobby McDonagh
reminds us that Europe cannot be understood
through ideology alone. It is best approached
as a living tapestry of identities, interests and
aspirations, where, as Aristotle observed, “the
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”

The European Union in 12 Objects is not
simply a guide to Europe; it is a reminder that
the most enduring political achievements are
those that recognise our interdependence
while respecting our differences.

National Security & Defence
Protecting Ireland's Maritime Borders and Critical Infrastructure

Ireland's vast Atlantic waters, critical subsea cables and strategic
location make national security more important than ever. I will continue
to advocate for increased investment in maritime surveillance, naval
capabilities and the protection of critical infrastructure that supports
Ireland's economy and communications networks. 

"Protecting Ireland's sovereignty means investing in the capabilities
necessary to monitor and secure our waters, air, infrastructure and
national interests."

Building Ireland's Security Capacity in a Changing Europe

The changing geopolitical environment highlights the need for greater
cooperation across Europe. I support practical measures that
strengthen emergency preparedness, resilience and defence
capabilities while maintaining Ireland's independent foreign policy
traditions.

Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity Must Become a National Priority
As Ireland hosts major global technology companies and prepares for
increased cyber threats associated with the EU Presidency, I call for
stronger cyber resilience across government services, healthcare, local
authorities and critical national infrastructure.

Learning from Past Cyber Attacks
I believe Ireland must continue investing in cyber defences, staff
training and rapid-response capabilities to ensure public services
remain protected from ransomware, espionage and other cyber threats.

"Cybersecurity is no longer just an IT issue - it is a national security
issue."

Parliamentary Friendship Group
Strengthening International Relationships Through Parliamentary
Diplomacy

As the Oireachtas Executive on the International – Interparliamentary
Association and as former Convenor of the IPPFG for Germany (2020-
2025) and current Convenor of the IPPFG for New Zealand (from 2025
onwards)  I will continue to foster strong relationships with parliamentary
colleagues and diplomatic partners overseas.
At a time of international uncertainty, parliamentary diplomacy provides
important opportunities to strengthen economic links, cultural ties and
cooperation on shared policy challenges including security, trade,
innovation and education.

Building New Partnerships for Ireland
I strongly believe friendship groups can play a valuable role in
expanding opportunities for Irish businesses, educational institutions
and communities while promoting Ireland's interests abroad.

Frontline Services
Continuing the Fight for Frontline Services
Throughout my public career, I have remained a strong advocate for
those delivering frontline services in communities across Ireland.

Putting Communities First

I believe national policy must always be measured by how effectively it
improves the daily lives of citizens and supports those working on the
front line of public service delivery.

"Resilient communities depend on resilient public services."

The challenges of the future will require leadership that is rooted in
experience, guided by service and focused on outcomes. Whether at
community level, in the national parliament or on the international stage,
my commitment remains the same: working to build a safer, stronger
and more connected Ireland for all. https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/our-

publications-0/european-union-12-objects-bobby-mcdonagh_en
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The Joint Committee on Defence and National
Security conducted an official visit to the Air Corps
Headquarters @ Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel
Co.Dublin on Thursday 19 February 2026

The delegation met senior Defence Forces personnel
for briefings on current operational capabilities,
recruitment challenges, and ongoing modernisation
programmes within the Air Corps.

Committee representatives said the visit provided
valuable insight into the strategic importance of the Air
Corps and the investment required to sustain Ireland’s
aviation‑based defence capabilities. This type of visit
typically underscores the Oireachtas’ role in ensuring
the Defence Forces are adequately resourced and
strategically aligned with Ireland’s security needs.

On Behalf of the Minister for Defence Ms. Helen
McEntee, T.D., The Chief of Staff of the Defence
Forces, Lieutenant General Rossa Mulcahy
requested the pleasure of Independent Senator
Gerard Craughwell at the Presentation of
Distinguished Service Medals to Private Dylan
Geraghty, Corporal Daniel Padden, Father Paul
Murphy, and Private Ciara Shanahan in Renmore,
Barracks, Galway, On Thursday 12 February 2026
at 1000hrs.

This formal occasion recognised exceptional
commitment, professionalism, and service to the
State. The Senator was honoured to have been
invited to witness the presentation of these awards
and to join in acknowledging the exemplary
contributions of the recipients.
 

Photo: Óglaigh na hÉireann / Irish Defence Forc

Senator Craughwell attends University of Galway
President’s Welcome Reception for the EQUIS
PRV, Tue 10  of February 2026.th

EQUIS (EFMD Quality Improvement System) is a
globally recognised accreditation system for
business schools, managed by the EFMD. 

It is one of the world’s most prestigious
international accreditations for business and
management education. EQUIS assesses
institutions across a wide range of areas,
including Governance, strategy, and resources;
degree programmes and student experience;
research and thought leadership;
internationalisation; ethics, responsibility and
sustainability; engagement with practice.

A defining feature of EQUIS is its strong focus on
how effectively a business school connects with
business, public sector, and community partners
regionally, nationally and internationally.

Strengthening Ireland’s Offshore Innovation:
Senator Meets Subsea Micropiles Leadership

A recent meeting between Senator Craughwell
and the leadership team at Subsea Micropiles
marked an important step toward deepening
political engagement with Ireland’s growing
offshore engineering and marine‑technology
sector. On 3  of February 2026, Senator
Craughwell met with the company’s CEO Derek
Robertson and business partner Andrew Parish to
discuss how policymakers can play a more active
role in supporting emerging subsea infrastructure
solutions and the wider blue‑economy ecosystem.

rd

Subsea Micropiles outlined the significant
potential their technology holds for Ireland - from
enabling more resilient offshore renewable
projects to supporting coastal protection and
marine research initiatives. The conversation
focused on how political representatives can help
accelerate innovation by championing strategic
funding, fostering collaboration across industry
and government, and ensuring Ireland remains
competitive in a rapidly evolving global market.

Both sides expressed enthusiasm for continued
dialogue. The meeting highlighted a shared
commitment to advancing Ireland’s offshore
capabilities and unlocking new opportunities for
sustainable growth.
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In an age of noise and certainty, this is a book
that values reflection, perspective and
complexity.

Through a mirror, a jigsaw, a Persian rug and
even a humble drawer, Bobby McDonagh
reminds us that Europe cannot be understood
through ideology alone. It is best approached
as a living tapestry of identities, interests and
aspirations, where, as Aristotle observed, “the
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”

The European Union in 12 Objects is not
simply a guide to Europe; it is a reminder that
the most enduring political achievements are
those that recognise our interdependence
while respecting our differences.

https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/our-
publications-0/european-union-12-objects-bobby-mcdonagh_en

Summer ED. 2026

The Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin, TD, and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms. Helen McEntee, TD, requested the
honour of the company of Senator Gerard
Craughwell at a ceremony to mark the start
of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 1 July 2026

Ireland's Future: Security, Service and
International Leadership

From supporting local communities to
strengthening Ireland's role in Europe, this
edition reflects on the values that have
shaped my public service, the challenges
facing our country today, and the
opportunities that lie ahead as Ireland holds
the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

Opening Message from Independent
Senator Gerard Craughwell

Over the past number of months, family health
matters and grief required me to step back from
some public engagements and parliamentary
activities. I remain deeply grateful for the
support, understanding and goodwill shown by
County Councillors, colleagues and friends
during that period. While my public profile may
have been reduced, my commitment to public
service, community advocacy and representing
the interests of those I serve has remained
unchanged.

Today, Ireland finds itself at a significant
moment in its history as we hold the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. At a time
of growing geopolitical uncertainty, evolving
cybersecurity threats and increasing pressure
on frontline public services, Ireland has an
opportunity to demonstrate leadership both at
home and abroad. The challenges facing
Europe remind us that national security, strong
communities and effective international
partnerships are not separate issues - they are
fundamentally connected.

Looking to the future, I am committed to
contributing to these important conversations
by advocating for stronger national resilience,
supporting the frontline services that
communities depend upon, and building
meaningful relationships through parliamentary
diplomacy. This newsletter reflects that journey
- looking back on the values that have guided
my work, addressing the challenges of the
present, and outlining the priorities that will help
shape a safer, stronger and more connected
Ireland in the years ahead.
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